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Welcome 

n  Introductions 

n  Purpose 
n  To use technology to enhance your semester abroad 

n  Objectives 
n  Develop a strategy for mindful use of media during your semester 

abroad 
n  Create your own blog 
n  Consider digital storytelling as an opportunity to reflect and preserve 

your experiences 
n  Apply information from travel-oriented web sites to improve your 

semester abroad 
n  Be able to travel smartly with a smartphone without being surprised 

by an unexpectedly large bill 



+
Mindful Use of Media 

n  How Facebook Can Ruin Study 
Abroad (Huesca, 2013) 
n  The Chronicle of Higher 

Education 

n  What would your “media 
pledge” look like? 



+
Blogging 

n  Key Benefits 
n  Reflection 

n  Preservation  

n  Popular Platforms 
n  Wordpress 

n  Becca Lee: http://adventuresabroad2012.wordpress.com  

n  Jeremy Doughty: http://doughtyjeremy.wordpress.com  

n  Blogspot 

n  Katie Cashman: http://katie-adventuresinuganda.blogspot.com  

n  Tumblr 

n  Hannah Loppnow: http://hrloppnow.tumblr.com  



+
Blogging 

n  Travel Platforms 
n  Off Exploring: http://www.offexploring.com  

n  Travelog: http://www.travelog.me  

n  Looking for direction? 
n  Global Knights. Local Daze.: http://blog.snc.edu/studyabroad/  

n  Consider submitting your posts to the SNC Study Abroad blog! 

n  Preserving your blog 
n  Blog2Print 

n  http://blog2print.sharedbook.com/blogworld/printmyblog/
index.html  

n  Blurb 

n  http://www.blurb.com/blog-book  
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Digital Storytelling 

n  What is digital storytelling? 
n  Tell your story in two or three minutes 

n  Narrative 
n  Photos and videos 
n  Music 

n  Exercise your creativity 
n  Remember, the process is just as important as the product 

n  Capture the essence of an experience 

n  Example 
n  Liz Haan (Beloit College) 
n  http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=BTOZJi_LNJQ&list=SP53C78E82FF052A63&index=4&feature=plpp_video  

n  Center for Digital Storytelling 
n   http://www.storycenter.org   



+
Recommendations 

n  Glimpse 
n  http://glimpse.org  

n  Study Abroad Store 
n  http://www.studyabroadstore.com  

n  NYTimes Travel Section 
n  http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html  

n  Smarter Travel 
n  http://www.smartertravel.com  

n  Students Abroad 
n  http://studentsabroad.state.gov  



+
Recommendations 

n  Lonely Planet 
n  http://www.lonelyplanet.com  

n  Postcard on the Run 
n  http://www.postcardontherun.com  

n  Postagram 
n  http://postagramapp.com  

n  Packing Apps (iPhone) 
n  Packing (+ TO DO) 

n  Visual Travel Checklist 



+
Recommendations 

n  Flights 
n  http://www.skyscanner.com 

n  Hostels 
n  http://www.hostelworld.com 

n  Texting 
n  http://www.whatsapp.com 
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Smart Smartphone Usage  

n  Consider purchasing an inexpensive pre-paid GSM phone on 
site 

n  Before purchasing home carrier international plan, do your 
homework. They are usually not cost-effective 

n  Check with your carrier regarding charges for text 
messages, phone calls and data usage – then use judiciously 

n   Download Skype, Google Hangouts, or Google Voice and use 
only in free wi-fi zones  

n  Download WhatsApp or Viber for free text messaging 

n  Download the popular messaging app in your host country 
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Smart Smartphone Usage  

n  Zero out data totals just prior to departure 

n  Turn off data roaming for the entire semester 

n  Use internet only in free wi-fi areas 

n  Call/text judiciously – check rates with your carrier 
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Smartphone Usage Articles/Blog 

Posts  

n  http://frugaltraveler.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/18/how-to-
avoid-a-smartphones-bite/ 

n  http://blogs.library.ucsf.edu/mobilized/2013/07/29/
traveling-abroad-with-your-smartphone/ 

n  http://www.independenttraveler.com/travel-tips/travelers-
ed/traveling-with-a-smartphone-cut-costs-overseas 

n  http://www.oncallinternational.com/blog/how-to-be-smart-
with-your-smartphone-when-traveling-abroad/ 

n  http://www.abc15.com/dpp/money/consumer/data_doctor/
data-doctors-using-smartphones-abroad 


