As we all piled into the vans on Saturday morning, we all had the same thought running through our minds;
will these kids accept us? Heading to Chicago to work at The Academy of St. Benedict the African was a

car ride full of excitement and worry. Luckily the moment we stepped into the school the feelings of
nervousness passed. We were met by dedicated staff and excited students.

Working at St. Ben's was a unique and eye-opening experience for each and every one of us. We were each
assigned to a classroom, from pre-kindergarten to eighth grade. In each of the classrooms there were
different experiences but the basic lesson of diversity and acceptance was universal. Working at the school
not only allowed us to understand how blessed we are, but also understand that these kids were just the
same as the kids in any community. Most kids know the year that they will graduate from high school and
go on to college, and every kid has high goals that they are determined to reach. At St. Benedict’s, the walls
were plastered with phrases like “These kids are college bound!” accompanied by the year each class will
graduate from college. Though the students face hardships and obstacles we sometimes can't imagine,

the staff at St. Ben’s does everything they can to help and inspire their students to succeed.

Outside of the school, our group embraced simple living in a house of twenty two people! Living in that
house for a week was one of the best parts of the trip because there was real emphasis on enjoying the
people around us and learning what everyone has to offer. So many valuable lessons were learned on this
trip and everyone in the group has a very special place in their hearts for the children at St. Ben'’s.

Many of us have even discussed going back to visit! Experiences like this don't happen every day and

we are all so grateful to everyone who helped to make our trip possible - THANK YOU!

Sincerely,
Stephen Cunningham, Jennifer Seidemann, Caitlin Willems, Jordan Phillippo, Laura Welsing, Patrick Meyer
Jordan Lentz, Abbey Vorpagel, Bethany Gutsch, Tracey Wasmuth, Rachel Lisowe, and Amy Karel




