At 4:00 a.m. on January 12, 2008, 12 students from St. Norbert College began a journey that would take us
more then 1,200 miles south and millions of miles from where we began. Though the journey was long,

nearly 20 hours each way, what each of us has gained and how everyone has grown will last us a lifetime.
Through the compassion of the people we met, whether at the Baptist church service in Memphis, Tennessee,
on Beale Street the night before, or in the wonderful Parish of New Orleans, Louisiana, this trip taught us well
and will continue to influence us for the rest of our lives. We may have come with the intention of serving those
in need, but it was we who were truly blessed by the people we met. New Orleans has become a home for us
and will always hold a special place in our hearts.

Throughout our stay in New Orleans, we were able to experience much of what makes the city so great.

We spent a night downtown, exploring the infamous Bourbon Street and searching for the best beignets

at Café du Monde. Riding the street car (not the trolley!) and getting a real taste of New Orleans at

Mother’s Restaurant was incredible. We got a chance to see a little bit of what makes up the pulse of the city
and comprises its soul.

As great as this all was, the most shocking and memorable part of our time in the New Orleans was our 50-mile
tour of what we had come to help repair. The damage that still remains throughout the city is indescribable.
The strength of New Orleans is visible in each business that has reopened, each family that has returned

to rebuild, and each home that declares that its owners will return. Seeing the destruction of the city not only
put the reason for our TRIP back into our perspective, it also prompted each of us to re-evaluate our lives.

It reminded us to be grateful for what we are given, and never take a single day, person, or moment for granted -
in less than 48 hours, it can all be gone.

During our trip, we were able to meet every type of citizen, those that lost little, and those that lost everything.
We saw homes and business damaged with two feet of water, homes completely submerged, and foundations
of homes that had been washed away. Through all of this devastation, the people of New Orleans continue

to carry on; the spirit of the city was not washed away. As many told us, it was only made stronger as citizens
united under the damage caused by the levy breaks.

New Orleans, the city and its people, are an inspiration to us all. Thanks to our donors, we had an amazing
and life-changing experience — we are so appreciative of your support!

Sincerely,
Angela Bandoch, Koren Bandoch, Mike Flood, Nikki Gruber, Anna Kosidowski, Pat O'Brien Stephanie Schauer,
Angela Schneider, Hilary Stevens, Steven Strohmaier, Cara Tazioli, and Adam Van Fossen
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