
 

INTERSECTIONS PAGE 1  

VOLUME  10 ,  ISSUE  1  

SPRING 2011  INTERSECTIONS 

ST.  NORBERT COLLEGE 

 

 

As I look back at my last four years on the ALIVE Team, I do so with gratitude and pride. I 

have been blessed with an opportunity that few students ever experience and that is to be a part of a 

growing community that encourages and inspires personal development and spiritual enrichment. 

I joined the ALIVE Team my freshman year as an apprentice working in the Bergstrom resi-

dence hall. I was coming to St. Norbert College and the ALIVE Team after a rocky transition at my 

home church caused me to question the very foundation upon which I based my beliefs. That aside, 

my only experiences with the ALIVE Team thus far were my interview, which was very comfortable 

and relaxed, and a greeting I can only describe as overzealous by a couple over-caffeinated upper 

class coordinators making the rounds during my move-in period. I was excited, apprehensive, uncom-

fortable, and vulnerable wondering “What in the world have I gotten myself into this time?!” 

As I got familiar with the ALIVE Team and the students and staff associated with it, I quickly 

found a home where  I could walk in solidarity with those around me as we grappled with questions 

of meaning and calling in our programming or team meetings. These were challenging questions that 

I had not properly addressed or lacked the place or skills to do so. I had in those first few weeks 

found a new energy, a new support system, and, for all intents and purposes, a new family. 

With the passing of time I soon took on more and more responsibility with the support and 

encouragement of my boss and the students I worked with. I became a coordinator my sophomore 

year and even became coordinator for two freshman halls simultaneously later that same year. Even-

tually I became the Team Coordinator, a leadership role that I am still in today. 

As I gained more responsibility, I also developed new skills and gifts. I established a leader-

ship style, learned the art of small group conversation, and developed a sense for group dynamics and 

teamwork. These are things that I hold tightly to as I prepare myself for graduation and new possibili-

ties. 

There may not be any single thing that is more important than how my experience in the 

ALIVE Team has helped me grow as a spiritual being. I have been challenged and enlightened 

through conversation, reflection, mentoring, and solidarity. My experiences with our programming 

have allowed me to gain insight into what it means to live a life of fulfillment and meaning where I 

can constantly challenge myself to grow. Thanks to this place and these people I have a renewed 

spirit and appreciation for the presence of grace in my life and the lives of others. 

I am approaching the end of my experience at St. Norbert College and more specifically with 

the ALIVE Team. I am thankful for the opportunities that I have had here as well as 

the encouragement, feedback, and support I have been given. I am also proud of the 

things I have been able to accomplish here. With the help of the students and staff of 

the ALIVE Team, I have developed into a strong leader and a well-rounded member 

of this gracious and loving community and that is truly an honor. 

 

          Kevin Funk ‘11 

Team Coordinator 

     A “Funky” Reflection 
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In the Summer of 2009, I attended the Summer Retreat Seminar on Vocation.  I had selfish motivations for reg-

istering:  a night at the Abbey (translation, “peace and quiet” which is very precious and rare when you work 

full-time and have a husband and four teenage children); speakers that included Paul Wadell, Julie Massey and 

Becky Welch; and the promise of the ever elusive time to slow down.  Weighing these positives against missing 

3 days of work and the pile of papers on my desk that required attention, I decided the paperwork could wait; 

after all there were the months of June and July to play catch-up. 

 My expectation of having time with no outside responsibilities was met, but not in the way I had ex-

pected.  I had envisioned sitting outside reading books and/or materials, interspersed with short presentations by 

speakers and walks around the grounds with others also on the retreat.  In  reality, the retreat far surpassed my 

expectations and changed me in ways that I am still discovering two years later. 

 The days were well planned with a quiet ebb and flow to them.  There was time for communal prayers, 

meals, speakers, small group discussions, walks around the Abbey grounds, and visiting with fellow retreat par-

ticipants. The days were full, yet there was no sense of urgency or rush.  I’m sure there was a master plan, but 

Julie and Becky never let on if we were behind or ahead of schedule. They would gently guide us along, ok, 

maybe occasionally prod us, in an unhurried way to the next activity on the agenda. 

 My thoughts about vocation were enriched by the discussions with other participants which included a 

board member, a Norbertine, faculty, and staff.  We each brought and shared our different perspectives on 

work, community and home.  I took notes during the presentations by Paul Wadell, Julie Massey and Becky 

Welch, which were more like scribbles until I typed them after the retreat.  These notes continue to be a treasure 

for me.  At the time, they were ideas that I shared with others on the retreat and that I reflected on at night in the 

quiet.  Now, the notes remind me of the unique opportunity I had to slow down and reflect on vocation and spe-

cifically my vocation.  The questions and ideas are just as relevant to me now as they were two years ago. 

 I had my quiet night away from my family and the quiet days away from the work on my desk, and I 

had opportunities to walk the beautiful and serene grounds around the Abbey; however, I do not look back at 

the Retreat as a time of rest or relaxation.  With all my physical needs met, I had time and space for self-

reflection and contemplation.  There was time to be brutally honest with myself and confront patterns and ob-

stacles keeping me from being the mother, wife, employee and person that I wanted to be, that I am called to 

be.  The presentations gave me new ways to understand vocation and all that it encompasses and the words to 

set goals and direction. 

 I still struggle with making time for reflection, and some weeks Sacred Hour is my only time. However, 

I am making the effort and realize the importance for me to be more authentic and contemplative in my life.  

The experiences I had on Retreat gave me so much more than the time and quiet that had attracted me; they 

gave me a glimpse of a better me. 

 

Kelly Krummel 

Administrative Secretary of Humanities and Fine Arts 
 

Register Now!Register Now!Register Now!Register Now!    
Retreat Seminar 1Retreat Seminar 1Retreat Seminar 1Retreat Seminar 1    
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Editor’s Note:  Theresa Beaumier ’11 served on the ALIVE Team her first two years at St. 

Norbert College. This year she studied abroad in Chile in the fall and, upon her return, took a 

position in the Center for Community Service and Learning.  Theresa has  been accepted into 

the  Jesuit Volunteer Corps, and will begin serving in Los Angeles in late summer.  Theresa 

gave the following reflection at Common Prayer in Spring 2011. 

 

 Vocation.  To what am I called?  How can I merge my passions and my talents with the needs 

in the world?  In other words, how can I, at my best, widen my circle of concern?  More than an indi-

vidual question, vocation illustrates that my authentic development as an individual, in the fullness of 

my passions and talents, occurs in the context of the world’s needs.   Vocation is not a complacent self

-reflection, but a dynamic call that urges my truest self into action and moves me beyond my ordinary 

circle of concern.  Nor is vocation reserved for some distant time in the future, when I have everything 

“figured out.”  The exploration and living out of my vocation is happening now, as I actively question 

who I am and what I do well, and learn about the needs of the world . . . and in each moment that I 

choose to direct my energy towards a response to these needs.  There is no guarantee that I will ever 

find a “perfect fit,” in which I dedicate my life to a particular type of work that allows for the optimal 

growth of both me and those around me.  Perhaps such a fit could exist in many forms in my life, or 

maybe not at all, as I sometimes fear. 

 Reflecting on vocation makes me think of Calling Cards.  If you’ve ever been an ALIVE Team 

member or a regular program participant, you’re familiar with these decks of cards, similar to playing 

cards in number, size, and pliability, but intended for vocational exploration.  Each card is labeled with 

a skill or type of work: “Giving Care,” “Seeing the Big Picture,” “Investigating Things,” or my favor-

ite – “Selling Intangibles.”  I don’t think I’ve ever quite understood what that one means.  Calling 

Cards are used by sorting these descriptors into three categories: “fits me,” “doesn’t fit me,” and 

“maybe,” and then eliminating the “maybe” pile through further sorting.  The funny thing about Call-

ing Cards is that each time I end up with something different in my final pile.  The skills that fit me 

each time seem to shift.  Perhaps, then, vocation is not singular or fixed, but a work in progress. 

 Maybe it is not so important to wonder about what vocational opportunities may exist in my 

future, as it is to ask myself what vocational work I am doing now.  What am I currently doing to 

widen my circle of concern so that my personal development occurs in response to the needs of the 

world? 

 

Theresa Beaumier ‘11 

 

To What am I Called?   
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As 88 schools around the country wrap up their “Lilly 
vocation grants,” (those supported by the Lilly Endow-
ment  Inc.’s Programs for the Theological Exploration of 
Vocation), it is apparent that the work of bringing a vo-
cation perspective to undergraduate education moves 
forward. In addition to continuing the work of our Pro-
gram of Faith, Learning & Vocation, St. Norbert College 
is supporting the wider vocation conversation by actively 
participating in the Council of Independent College’s Net-
work for Vocation in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE). 

Supporting the Wider Conversation 
Around Vocation 

 

� FLV hosted a regional gathering “Models of 
Excellence in Vocation Mentoring” in November 
2010. Fourteen Midwestern schools participated 
in this three-day gathering which explored how 
we can effectively mentor students out of a 
vocation perspective. 

 
� Rebecca Welch and Julie Massey, along with 

their colleague Chris Johnson from Gustavus 
Adolphus College, shared the themes and 
learnings from the regional conference on men-
toring at the March 2011 national conference 
for NetVUE. 

 
� Julie Massey has been named a Campus Consult-

ant for the NetVUE initiative and Paul Wadell 
serves on the network’s advisory council.   

 

Intersections  
is an occasional newsletter published by the Program of Faith, Learning & Vocation. 

The editor invites your comments, suggestions, and contributions. 
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