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MASTERS OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

St. Norbert College – New Mexico Program

THEO 506: The Nature and Mission of the Church (Ecclesiology)
SUMMER TERM 2019
Dates, Times, and Place

Saturday, May 18, 2019 
9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Saturday, June 1, 2019 
9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Saturday, June 15, 2019 
9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Saturday, June 29, 2019 
9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey

5825 Coors Blvd. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-6700 

Phone: (505) 873-4399, x229

Instructor(S)
Rev. Dr. Wallace Ford
Wallaceford01@gmail.com

1-505-980-9718

 

Jennifer Murphy-Dye

jennifer@murphydye.com
1-505-550-1618


required ReADING BIBLIOGRAPHY 
1. Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry. Faith and Order paper #111 (published by the World Council of Churches; available free as a PDF online at https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/i-unity-the-church-and-its-mission/baptism-eucharist-and-ministry-faith-and-order-paper-no-111-the-lima-text
2. Best, Thomas and Martin Robar, Eds. Ecclesiology and Ethics: Ecumenical Ethical Engagement, Moral Formation and the Nature of the Church (There are three sections: Costly Unity, Costly Commitment, and Costly Obedience. PDFs for each of these World Council of Churches publications are also available free online at http://www.oikoumene.org/)
3. Brown, Raymond. The Churches the Apostles Left Behind
4. Butler Bass, Diana. A People's History of Christianity: The Other Side of the Story, 2009
5. Gaudium et Spes – Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (available free on the Vatican web site, http://www.vatican.va/)
6. Hahnenberg, Edward P., Ministries: A Relational Approach
7. Lumen Gentium – Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (available free on the Vatican web site, http://www.vatican.va/)
8. The Nature and Mission of the Church: A Stage on the Way to a Common Statement. Faith and Order paper 198 (published by the World Council of Churches; available free as a PDF online athttps://ecumenism.net/archive/wcc/2005_wcc_fo_nature_mission_church_en.pdf 
9. Prusak, Bernard. The Church Unfinished: Ecclesiology Through the Centuries
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
1. The Church: Towards a Common Vision. Faith and Order paper 214 (published by the World Council of Churches; available free as a PDF online at https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/i-unity-the-church-and-its-mission/the-church-towards-a-common-vision
2. Minear, Paul. Images of the Church in the New Testament
3. McBrien, Richard. The Church: The Evolution of Catholicism
4. Fiorenza, Francis and John Galvin, Eds. Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic Perspectives (See especially “6. Church,” Michael Fahey)

5. Zizioulas, John. Communion and Otherness
6. Zizioulas, John. Being as Communion
7. Epperly, Bruce. Process Theology: A Guide for the Perplexed (See especially Chapter 8, “The Church in Creative Transformation.”)

8. Scott, Bernard Brandon. The Real Paul: Recovering His Radical Challenge
9. Taussig, Hal, ed. A New New Testament: A Bible for the 21st Century, Combining Traditional and Newly Discovered Texts
10. Brown, Peter. Through the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD

ADDITIONAL resources
· Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Eighth Edition: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing)
· Bible

Course Description
This course is a study of ecclesiology. The purpose of this course is to lead to a deeper understanding of the nature and mission of the Church, as well as some of the issues and challenges facing the Church. Together, ecumenically, we will cultivate a better grasp of the kind of community the Church is called to be if it is faithful to the mission and ministry of Jesus.
Course Objectives

· To observe and describe the inherent characteristics of Church
· To understand and explore the mission of the Church

· To articulate the challenges the Church faces in the world today

· To further one’s skill in researching and citing sources utilizing the Turabian, i.e., Chicago Style, methodology.
Course Grading AND ASSIGNMENTS
This course will be conducted as both lecture and seminar. There are a number of components by which the students demonstrate their aptitude. Written work is based on 1) content; 2) Chicago Style Manual (CSM) formatting; and 3) submission of assignments in a timely manner. Written work may be either emailed in PDF form with the name of the assignment in the subject line, or printed and submitted. Since there are two instructors, students should email/hand in two copies of each assignment, one for each instructor. Participation is an important part of the seminar experience and is elaborated below. The grading scale used by SNC is as follows: A 93-100, AB 88-92, B 83-87, C 78-82, C 73-77, CD 68-72, D 60-67, F 0-60. 
FOUR (4) Papers (10% + 10% + 10% + 20% = 50% Total)

Each student is asked to submit four papers. The first paper is due at the first class on Saturday, May 18th. It is a 2-4 page reflection paper addressing the aspects of ecclesiology: what are the inherent features of the Church; what characteristics, if any, distinguish Church from other associations; and what is the mission of the Church. This paper should be written before any course reading and will reflect your original thought; therefore, it does not require footnotes and bibliography. Nevertheless, it should be organized in a thoughtful manner and should utilize proper grammar.  

The second and third papers, due on June 1st and June 15th, are 2-page reflections on the readings for those classes. These papers may need some footnoting but should primarily be your understanding of and reflections on the required readings.
The fourth and final paper is due on Saturday, July 6th, one week after the last class. It will be 6-8 pages in length. In the interest of becoming familiar with CMS, this paper will contain an additional title page and a minimum of four different bibliography entries corresponding to four or more footnotes. One footnote should be extended, thus necessitating block style formatting. Correct spelling, margins, spacing, font size/style and page-numbering are expected. It will require a synthesis of course content, addressing the following question: How has your vision of Church been informed by the reading and class discussion? The primary purpose of this paper will be to demonstrate understanding of the readings and class discussions.
Class Presentation (25% Total)

Each student is asked to make a twenty-minute presentation to the class, followed by a question-and-answer session, time permitting. Students should offer an informative handout, and/or Power Point presentation handout. Grading will be based on the quality of the presentation, including the use of foundational insights from the class, as well as the ability to keep within the prescribed time. The presentations will take place during the final class on Saturday, June 29th. Students will design their presentations around the experience of an unfamiliar self-identified Christian denomination. The presentation will include key points of contrast and similarity to the student’s own church tradition. (Topics must be approved by the instructors no later than June 1, 2019.)
Participation (25% Total)

Participation is accomplished by regular, informed, and constructive verbal contributions throughout each class, demonstrating integration of the reading material and thoughtful personal reflection. Participation is also exhibited by one’s sensitivity and respect for the other students, each with his/her unique capacity for discussion and even good-spirited debate in appropriate circumstances. Active listening will be evidenced in class discussions. 
ATTENDANCE

Due to the intensive structure of courses offered at the New Mexico campus, absences will compromise one’s grade. Potential foreseeable absences must be declared before committing to the course. For the rare, unforeseen, and excused absence, assignments will be given to compensate for the reading, in-class discussion, and other components of the class that were missed. Two absences will result in a dropped/failed course. 

Disability Accommodations

In accordance with St. Norbert College Policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act, any student who, due to disability, requires accommodations in order to meet the course requirements should contact the Program Coordinator as soon as possible to make necessary arrangements.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodations for individual learning needs. St. Norbert College and the instructor(s) will make every attempt to provide reasonable accommodations for students’ individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Program Coordinator of the MTS-NM Program. 

Academic Honor Code

The learning process succeeds when students perform honestly on assignments and examinations. All students are expected to abide by the Academic Honor Code. It defines academic honesty and sets forth the responsibilities of faculty and students in the event of alleged dishonesty. Written work should not be a rehash of past assignments already submitted in this program. Possible penalties for dishonesty include reduction of a grade, failure in the course, suspension, and/or dismissal. Please refer to the current St. Norbert College Student Handbook for the text of the Academic Honor Code.

Schedule OF CLASSES, READINGS, AND TOPICS

Saturday, May 18, 2019 (9:00 AM-4:00 PM)
· Reflection Paper (2-4 pages) due: What are the inherent features of the Church; what characteristics, if any, distinguish Church from other associations; and what is the mission of the Church
· Reading: Brown – The Churches the Apostles Left Behind (all)

· Reading: Prusak – The Church Unfinished, Chapters 1, 2, 3
· Reading: Bass – A People’s History of Christianity, Intro and Part 1: The Way, pp. 1-81
· Introductions
· Course/Syllabus Overview
· Introduction to Ecclesiology
Saturday, June 1, 2019 (9:00 AM-4:00 PM)
· Reflection paper on readings (2 pages)
· Reading Hahnenberg – Ministries: A Relational Approach (all)
· Reading: Bass, Part 2: The Cathedral, pp. 85-150
· Reading: Zizioulas “Communion” paper (distributed on May 18)
· Reading: Prusak – The Church Unfinished, Chapters 5-6
Saturday, June 15, 2019 (9:00 AM-4:00 PM)

· Reflection paper on readings (2 pages)

· Reading: Vatican II documents (Lumen Gentium, Gaudium et Spes)
· WCC documents: Ecclesiology and Ethics
· Reading WCC documents: BEM, The Nature and Mission of the Church
· Possible Church Visits/Presentations
· Church Visit  to Our Lady Of Perpetual Help, Byzantine Rite
· Church Visit to St. George Greek Orthodox Church
Saturday, June 29, 2019 (9:00 AM-4:00 PM)

· Reading Bass, Part 3: The Quest, pp. 211-282
· Reading Prusak, Ch. 7
· Student Presentations

Paper due July 6th: How has your vision of Church been informed by the reading and class discussion?

